
Central Indiana 

January 2017  

Climate Summary 

 

16th Warmest on Record at Indianapolis 

27th Wettest on Record at Indianapolis 

Tied for the 28th Least Snowiest on Record at Indianapolis 

 

Temperatures  

2017 began on a mild note across central Indiana as highs peaked on the 2nd and 3rd in 
the lower 50s. The warmup was short-lived however, as much colder, Arctic air spilled 
into the region in the wake of a strong low pressure.  The following five days would end 
up bringing the coldest temperatures of the entire month as highs remained in the teens 
for multiple days. A few locations across northern portions of central Indiana stayed in 
the single digits on the 6th. Lows fell just below zero in many areas on the morning of 
the 7th as the core of the Arctic airmass moved across the Ohio Valley. 

Temperatures recovered rather rapidly into the second week of the month with highs 
peaking in the 60s on the 11th and 12th before returning back to near freezing through 
the middle of the month. The overall mild pattern continued for the second half of 
January with no substantial stretch of very cold air.  Highs from near 50 into the 60s 
were common from the 19th through the 25th, highlighted by highs peaking in the mid 
60s on the afternoon of the 21st as the sun made a rare appearance in what had 
otherwise been a cloudy month. Temperatures fell back into the lower and mid 30s over 
much of central Indiana for the last several days of the month, colder weather than had 
been experienced over the previous two weeks but hardly out of the norm for late 
January. 



The overall mild weather experienced through much of the month brought average 
temperatures for January at 6 to 8 degrees above normal. For many locations, this 
January was the warmest since January 2006. Indianapolis enjoyed four days at or 
above 60 during the month, the first time that many days had made it to 60 degrees 
during the month of January since 1974. 

 

Site January 2017     
Avg Temp 

January 2017 
Difference 
from Normal 

Highest 
Temperature 

Lowest 
Temperature 

Indianapolis 34.9 +6.8 66 on 21 -1 on 7 

Lafayette 32.1 +5.6 63 on 21 -4 on 7 

Muncie 35.0 +8.5 65 on 21 -1 on 7 

Terre Haute 35.1 +6.9 65 on 21 -1 on 7 

Bloomington 35.9 +6.5 67 on 21 -5 on 7 

Shelbyville 36.3 +7.6 66 on 12 0 on 7 

Indy – Eagle Crk. 35.3 +7.2 67 on 21 0 on 7 

  
At Indianapolis, there were 21 days with above normal average temperatures, 8 days 
with below normal average temperatures, and 2 days with normal average 
temperatures.  

  
January 2017 was the 16th warmest in the Indianapolis area since weather records 

began in 1871. 
  

  

Precipitation  
 

January melted precipitation was normal to above normal for the entire state except for 
southwest Indiana. Melted precipitation ranged from near 2 inches in southwest Indiana 
to nearly 6 inches in portions of northeast and isolated areas of central Indiana.  Much 
of the state received 3 to 5 inches during the month. The wet pattern of January ended 
the areas of drought that began in October.  

A prolonged wet spell began in Indiana on the 10th and continued through the 20th.  
Much of the state received 2 to more than 4 inches during this time.  The heaviest rain 
during this period fell on the night of the 19th when much of the area received 1 to 2 
inches. 

Widespread lowland river flooding quickly followed in central and southern Indiana on 
the 20th and 21st.  This was the most extensive flood event in a year.  Flooding lasted 
from a few days in central Indiana to nearly 2 weeks in southwest Indiana. 

 



Site January 2017 
Precipitation 

January 2017 
Difference from 
Normal 

Wettest Day Longest Dry 
Stretch 

Indianapolis 4.35 +1.69 0.70 on 19 4 days 6-9 

Lafayette 4.00 +2.14 0.79 on 16 3 days 23-25  

Muncie 4.73 +2.50 1.32 on 12 2 days 8-9 and 
21-22  

Terre Haute 3.48 +1.12 0.73 on 16 4 days 6-9 and 
21-24 

Bloomington 3.90 +0.59 0.75 on 19 3 days 7-9 and 
23-25  

Shelbyville 4.06 +1.67 0.87 on 12 4 days 21-24 

Indy – Eagle Crk. 4.16 +1.95 0.72 on 2 4 days 21-24 

                     
January 2017 was the 27th wettest in the Indianapolis area since weather records 

began in 1871. 
 

Snowfall 

 

Because of the warm weather that prevailed for much of January, snowfall was below 
normal for the entire state.  Monthly totals ranged from a trace in southwest Indiana to 
more than 12 inches in northern Indiana.  Much of the state received less than 3 inches 
for the month.  Indianapolis officially recorded just 1.7 inches of snow for January, the 
least amount of snow recorded during January since 1998 when just 0.8 inches of snow 
fell in Indianapolis. Virtually no snow fell in Indiana from the 10th through the 25th.  

 

Severe Weather 
  
Strong to severe thunderstorms impacted central Indiana on the late afternoon and 
evening of the 10th ahead of a cold front. The storms caused numerous trees, limbs and 
power lines to fall from the strong winds that accompanied the storms. There were also 
a few reports of small hail. 

  
For information on severe weather in other areas during January, visit the Storm 
Prediction Center “Severe Weather Event Summaries” website at 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/. 

  

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/


Miscellaneous 

  
The maximum wind gust at Indianapolis International Airport was 62 mph out of the 
west on the evening of the 10th as a line of severe storms moved through the 
Indianapolis metro area. Fog or haze was reported at Indianapolis on 20 days during 
the month, with dense fog occurring on the 3rd, 11th and 20th. Freezing rain or drizzle 
was recorded on the 13th, 14th and 26th. Thunder was reported on 3 days during the 
month, the 2nd, the 10th and the 12th.  

  

February 2017 Outlook 

  
The official outlook for February 2017 from the Climate Prediction Center indicates a 
greater chance of above normal temperatures across much of central Indiana. At 
Indianapolis, the average temperature for the month is 32.1 degrees. There is a slightly 
greater chance for above normal precipitation for central Indiana as well.  The average 
precipitation for February at Indianapolis is 2.32 inches, with 6.5 inches of snowfall. 
    
Data prepared by the Indianapolis Forecast Office. 
 


